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Finding Indiana: Our Search for Place 

PAMELA HARWOOD 
Ball State University 

\ h e n  students Itere asked to describe Indiana. the usual 
stereotypes emerged - "flat." "full of corn.'" "boring." But after 
the Crossroads of Arnenca seminar. ne\$ uords were used- 
" d i ~  erse..' '-culturally rich." "ever changing.'' 

\orliing to create bridges between scholars and citizens. 
fourteen students traversed the cultural landscapes collecting 
objects. images and stories of the people. places and e ~ e n t s  
shaping the Hoosier heartland. 

File teams of three students each researched t ~ t o  differing 
natural regions of Indiana. evohing local knowledge ab the! 
in1 o h  ed thernseh es in their unique en1 ironments. 

Part architrctural. cultural. and sociological history. this project 
rexeals the  wa! all of us as human beings transform the places 
in which \$e find oursehes into places in ~ th ic l i  u e  h e .  

X hen student teams uere riot traveling, the! spent long hours 
at the Virgnza Ball Center for Greatire Inqulr-1. designing, 
modeling and eventuall! building the in terac t i~e  exhibit: 
F~nd lng  Indiana: Our Search for Place. 

The exhibit \+as first shoncased at the Al!lin~~etrista C~rltural 
Cmter. our cornmunit! partner. and then t r a ~ e l e d  to the 
communities of our stat? that \\ere formatixe in its realization. 

Made of Indiana's state tree. the !ello\+ poplar. t he  exhihit is a 
scaffolding 101 our disco1 pries. uhile the fabric stor! telling 
pd\ilion is an interacthe place for ~iexters to <hare theil o\\n 

Flp. 1 4par1ar1 l a n d ~ u p e  of the Ccntrul Till Plmn Re;non of hzdiur~u. 

Our  project alloued ~ i r ~ c e l s  to rearrange the things the! ahead! 
linen and find l+a!s to be engaged in things the! mere 
discmering. Imt for us. as one qtudent aptlj put it. "our 
semester \+as a stud! in being human." 
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Fig. 4. Studrnts p o x  for photo at C1~1zt\ Fall\ .)tote Polk. 
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Fig. 8. hueruction zc.irh Ilimetriscu. 

Fig. 11. .lnrizie u'orks in zcood shop. 
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Fig. 13. Entering the exhibit Finding Indiana Our Smrch 1 or Pluce. 

Fig. 1.5. A young girl l ~ a t ~ s  her- ston. behind 

brg 14. Portal frunzr of  \ r t t l ~ ~ ~ p  ilir I and Put zllmn. 


